WESTBERE PARISH COUNCIL[image: ]

Clerk: Amanda Sparkes. Tel: 07759 263725.  Email: clerk@westbereparishcouncil.gov.uk
         Website: westbereparishcouncil.gov.uk

[bookmark: _Hlk71809776][bookmark: _Hlk53063073]TO:   ALL MEMBERS OF WESTBERE PARISH COUNCIL: Councillors are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Westbere Parish Council on 17 March 2025 in Westbere Village Hall at 7.00pm for the transaction of the business described in the following Agenda.
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	A SPARKES, CLERK TO THE COUNCIL



A G E N D A for 17 March 2025 parish council meeting
1. The Chairman’s opening remarks and reminder of rules for public participation during the meeting – whilst parish council meetings are meetings in and open to the public, they are not public meetings, and to ask for adherence and respect about the public participation opportunity:
2. Adjournment of the meeting for Parishioners’ questions and comments. The meeting will be adjourned for parishioners’ questions and comments. This is the only opportunity during the meeting for residents to speak. The period for public participation will last no longer than 10 minutes and a single member of the public is afforded no more than 3 minutes to make their representation, with the discretion of the Chairman.
3. The parish council meeting to now resume: there is no public participation from this point forward. 
4. Apologies for absence.
5. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, Other Significant Interests & Voluntary Announcements of Other Interests, & reminder for any changes to the DPI register held at CCC, such as change of job or home.

6. To agree as a correct record the Minutes of the last meeting held 20 January 2025
7. Parish Councillors’ reports
8. Any update from the Chairman re the Community Payback Team to attend the village 

9. Reports from County and City Councillors

10. Devolution Programme – Kent and Medway councils learned on 05 February 2025 that they were not accepted on the government’s Priority Devolution Programme. Despite Kent not being selected for early adoption of the mayoral model of devolution, the Minister has written to all local authorities in two tier areas inviting them to put forward proposals for local government reorganisation. A copy of the letter sent to all Kent LAs can be found at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-government-reorganisation-invitation-to-local-authorities-in-two-tier-areas/letter-kent-and-medway The leaders of Kent County Council (KCC), Medway Council and all 12 district and borough councils in the county now have until 21 March to come up with an interim proposal as to how Kent and Medway could be divided into unitary authorities, with full proposals expected by 28 November. Councils who are part of the devolution priority programme have to do the same by March and then September. The timetable beyond that has yet to be confirmed.
And TO NOTE a CCC special parish engagement meeting to discuss devolution, local government reorganisation and how it might affect parish councils on 11 March, at The Guildhall.
KCC has a Devolution webpage https://www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/devolution  
KALC has a dedicated Devolution page at https://kalc.jams.junari.com/devolution#scrollTop=0

11. TO NOTE Sturry Parish Council is hosting the next Joint Parish Council meeting at 7pm on Friday 28 March at Sturry Social Centre.

12. TO NOTE 31 March 2025 - Annual Electors’ meeting and TO DISCUSS arrangements - TO RESOLVE that the Chairman does his Chairman’s annual report; To purchase refreshments (and who to buy) and Volunteers to help assist on the night to set up and help with refreshments. 

13. Village Green Summer Party – usually held 1st Sunday in July – to discuss arrangements

14. [bookmark: _Hlk54179129][bookmark: _Hlk51164499][bookmark: _Hlk70165585][bookmark: _Hlk88040916][bookmark: _Hlk56770646][bookmark: _Hlk135819730][bookmark: _Hlk107569184]Planning matters 

Bread and Cheese field (currently in Hersden parish): Community Governance Review by CCC
[bookmark: _Hlk179379891]TO NOTE the CCC (Reorganisation of Community Governance Review) (Westbere) Order 2025 was made on 04 February 2025 to return the Bread and Cheese Field and whole petitioned site back to Westbere with effect from 01 April 2025 (and reorganise the Hersden parish accordingly too).  

New planning applications:

CA/25/00124 - Old School House, 6 Church Lane, Westbere, CT2 0HA
Single-storey front extension. 

[bookmark: _Hlk124001499]TO NOTE any new applications that are validated prior to the meeting since the Agenda was posted.

Notifications: 
	
Appeal for CA/22/01158 - Walnut Tree Farm Walnut Tree Lane Westbere - Agricultural building for use of drying fruit and vegetables. Application ref: CA/22/01158 Appellant’s name: Dr G Mason. Appeal ref: 3334121 Appeal start date: 3 April 2024. TO NOTE that the Appeal has been WITHDRAWN.

CA/24/02163 - 19 Church Lane, Westbere CT2 0HA
First-floor extension together with single-storey rear extension. GRANTED by CCC

CA/24/02203 - Rowans, 4B Church Lane, Westbere CT2 0HA
Single-storey side extension following demolition of existing car port.  GRANTED by CCC

15. Use of Section 101 Scheme of Delegation to the Clerk in conjunction with a minimum of two councillors since the last meeting: None.

16. [bookmark: _Hlk75254229]Finance - Financial matters, including bank statements and bank reconciliations to be signed by a Councillor (not the Chairman), and Authorisation of payments, and initialling of invoices by two Cllrs.
	
Internal auditor – TO NOTE the Clerk has made a virtual appointment for 15 April 2025 to conduct the internal audit for year ending 31 March 2025 and completed and sent all preliminary information, Web page links and documents requested to the internal auditor on 02 February 2025.
 
		Kent Pension Fund - Local Government Pension Scheme - Contribution Pay Bands
TO NOTE notification from the KCC Pension team of employee contribution pay bands effective from April 2025. TO NOTE the Clerk’s rate remains the same at 5.5% from 01 April 2025 

Unity Trust savings account interest rate - TO NOTE that the Unity Trust savings account interest rate is reducing from 06 May 2025 from 2.50% to 2.25%.

Signs for defibrillator
TO CONSIDER whether the parish council installs notices by the footpaths and in the book library detailing the location of the village hall defibrillator. Cost is £3.79 per sign plus £1.79 delivery. (Details and image on Finance Appendix).

Biodiversity: The CCC Biodiversity Grant application for 3 x Bird boxes and 3 x Bat boxes for churchyards was successful and £194.94 paid. The Chairman and the Clerk installed them on 23 February 2025. 

Consideration of whether to install owl boxes in private landowner’s trees in Bushy Hill Road was to be carried forward until the year end finances are more clearly known. However, a resident’s Work company Cappagh Browne has offered to buy owl boxes and Minter's Tree Care have offered to install them for free. Cllr Harlow has agreed these may be installed in her trees in Bushy Hill Road. 

Tree inspection – Trees that are the responsibility of the parish council, in the Churchyards and on the village green, should be surveyed every two years – a survey is now due. TO RESOLVE to do this – quote is £665 excluding vat for a survey schedule, works schedule and site plans.

Sisters buried in All Saints Churchyard – TO NOTE Cllr P Glover, Cllr Harlow and the Clerk attended a meeting with Sisters of the Our Lady of the Missions, St Anne's Convent, Staines Hill, Sturry, on 21 February 2025, about 25 Sisters buried in the west All Saints churchyard - up on a small mound in a single plot. These sisters were living in St Anne's Convent at the corner of Westbere Lane. At the time of their death between 1881-1934 they were laid to rest in All Saints. After 1934, the convent bought graves in the present Sturry Cemetery. The Sisters at the convent would like to make a donation to the parish council towards the upkeep of their graves.

17. Authorisation of online payments (Chairman to sign Finance Appendix x2 for Minute book and Invoice file)
	Clerk salary and Mileage February 2025, £552.66, HMRC employee PAYE February 2025 £147.80, and KCC LGPS Pension February 2025 £237.80

	Sturry and District United Church – payment of village hall ground rent for 2025 £300

	SMS CIS – payroll services for January, February and March

	Clerk salary and Mileage March 2025, £561.81, HMRC employee PAYE March 2025 £148.40, and KCC LGPS Pension March 2025 £237.80



[bookmark: _Hlk145057953][bookmark: _Hlk159493065]BANK BALANCES - bank balances are as follows: At 28 February 2025: Unity Trust £23,160.98

18. [bookmark: _Hlk174441249]Action from Asset Inspection undertaken on 12 August 2024: To seek any update on the revarnishing/refurbishment of the seat outside the village hall (responsibility of the village hall committee)

19. Westbere Charities
TO NOTE Alison Grubb’s term of office as a Parish Council Nominative Trustee of Westbere Charity expires on 31 March 2025. Alison is happy to serve another 4 year term if the Parish Council so wish. TO ELECT Mrs Alison Grubb for another 4-year term of office. 

20. TO NOTE the new grounds maintenance contractor scheduled their first visit for 10 March
21. Clerk report – for anything not noted elsewhere on this agenda/meeting paperwork.

Broad Oak Reservoir Stakeholder Advisory Group: 
TO NOTE information from the communications lead officer at South East Water for the new reservoir scheme proposed for Broad Oak. Details on this project are at www.southeastwater.co.uk/broad-oak South East Water is keen to engage with key stakeholders as early as possible, and invited interested parties to join its Broad Oak Reservoir Stakeholder Advisory Group. The Clerk and Cllr P Glover attended the first meeting on 19 February 2025. 
Key points from this meeting:
· By the mid 2030’s there should be a functioning reservoir to supply water.
· It could hold 5,126 million litres of raw water.
· Water is currently planned to be abstracted from the River Stour at Plucks Gutter, with a below ground pipeline to transfer this abstracted flow to the reservoir. This will require an Abstraction Licence from the Environment Agency as the regulator.
· From April this year, through to September, there will be ground investigation work on site – with heavy plant, machinery, personnel and activity on site. This is to inform the design and build but is Not the start of construction.
· There is community engagement and consultation planned from Autumn 2025.
(There is a second session of this closed group on 19 March 19 2025 from 6.30pm-8pm. This second meeting will be a workshop based around the amenities and facilities that South East Water is considering offering at the location, an opportunity to consult as to what people would like the reservoir to be, what amenities, how the design elements may impact and any items or activities people would not wish to be present or feel would have a detrimental impact on the area).

Openreach - Temporary Road Closure - Westbere Lane, Westbere - 15th April 2025 
Due to works planned to be undertaken by Openreach, it will be necessary to close part of Westbere Lane, Westbere from 15 April 2025, for up to one day, between the hours of 09:30 and 15:30, or until the works have been completed. The road will be closed between the junctions with A28 Staines Hill and Church Lane, to the extent indicated by signs and barriers on site.

22. TO NOTE the Clerk checked and tested and updated the parish council’s website in February 2025.
23. TO NOTE the next edition of the Newsletter has been posted on the website
24. Welcome Pack – to consider any new households to receive this 
25. [bookmark: _Hlk71733950]Closure of the meeting


Meeting dates for 2025: - The parish council meets bi-monthly on the third Monday of each month: 17 March, 19 May, 21 July, 15 September, 17 November.
Plus 31 March 2025 - Annual Electors’ meeting, and a date for the village green event 2025 tbc.
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